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Tur SCRIPTURAL oF A CHURCH oF cuntist, 


AMP EME BEST MEANS OF PROMOTING Ars PROSPERITY, 
FROMTHE 
MINISTERS and MESSENGERS. 


Baptilt Con gregational Churches, 


— Statedly at Warwickeſtüte; Bourton of the mier, 
Glouceſtermhire ; Oxford, Burford, Chipping and 
und upon Stow, 1 >: a 


Receiving the scriptures of the Old aad New a as their 120 ra 
-puide, in'faith and practice; and thence deriving tlie ir belief in the impor- 
tant doctrines of Three equal Persons in the Divine Esseticee+ Fiternal and 

personal: Election, — Original Sin, — Particular Redemptiga, Free 
Justification by the imputed righteousness of Christ,. Efficacions. grace 
in Regeneration, The final Perseverance of Beliet ens. The Resurreo- 
tion of the dead,— The last Judgment, — oF 


‘the lappincos A the Righteous. 
CHIPPING NORTON, May 21, 22, 22, & 29, 1804. 
10 cuntstiax ‘SOCIETIES unten THEY 


or Individual distcees; We areready to weep with oth 
in their Sorrow and rejoice with them in their Boy, for the Cause o | 
| bumen happiness is dear 10 gll,. But however extensive may be 
* the range of our desires, our hopes, and our, fears, the best of Our 

Emotions rest upon your Assemblies,,.¥ E-are in our hearts, to know 
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and comfort yousto Jive and die with yous 
or Joys or e are not eren ge in le 
— ? Fer arc-our Glory 
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and Joy.“ To strengthen each others hands in our important Work, 
- de greatly desired an annual interview, for the Union of Counsel and 
1 Exertion, and the exchange of mutual Offices of kindness and love. 
| Dou have acceded to our - wishes, and we devote our best exertions 
to your service, that we may be helpers of your Joy. 


The Subject to which we now solicit your attention is THE scRIP- 
TURAL CONSTITUTION OF A CHUKCH. OF CHRIST, AND THE 
“BEST MEANS OF PROMOTING irs PROSPERITY. This Discussion, 


though apparently confined to one object, is intimately connected 


© “with the general Welfare of * fellow Creatures. As Christian 
Societies approach nearer to the Simplicity of their primitive Consti- 
tution, they become the Glory of the Places where they exist; and in 


_ Proportion as they enlarge their boundaries, the Foolish and disobe- 
N dient, the hateful and revengeful, obtain a new heart and a right 1. | 


homed ina life vet 33 good fruits, glorify God. 


5 it is very desirable that the terms made use of should convey an Idea 
— to others exactly similar to that existing in our on minds. In no 


E the Subject before us. We particularly wish to apprize our young 

ö readers of this, because the term Church has been attached to such 

u variety of Ideas, that, unless we can obtain atolerably clear Notion 

of what we intend by it, we apprehend the term may occasionally 

excite such varying Images of Assemblies, Convocations, Councils, 

or even material Buildings, that the object of our attention vill be 

lost f in the Crowd. We do not assume the Chair of Infallibility: let 

every one affix his own Ideas to his own terms, — it is the liberty we 
claim for 


) : tachment to the Constitution of our Churches, — urge the Reforma- 
ditt,on of what is ‘amiss in any of them, encourage you to fill up your 

‘places conscientiously, —and by engaging you to an uniform attention 
| do their welfare, insure their Prosperity and increase. The first teachers 
1 ol Christianity, having received the divine Commission to preach the 
ae “Gospel to every Creature, went forth,’ prepared to speak of things 
they bad seen and heard, to any company of People from whom they 
| 


* 


Cause, perhaps, is this remark more necessary to be regarded than in 


A Glance at New-Testament history will at once confirm your At- 
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addressed themselves to such as they found assembled for any Religious 
purpose, though they did not confine their labours to these, but instant 


in Season and out of Season, preached every where that Men should 
repent, — and their labour was not in vainin the Lord. In one place 
multitudes were pricked to the heart, enquired the way of Salvation, 
and gladly received the word of Eternal life, in another, all assembled 


in the house were renewed by the power of the Holy Spirit, in a third 


a single Individual (the Ethiopian Nobleman) was taught the Divine 
Mission of Jesus Christ, and led to believe in him with all the heart, 
and all these were baptized into the faith of Christ, both Men and 
Women. These were the Characters of which the primitive Churches 
were constituted. You will readily perceive, brethren, that, the 
Laus of a Country, — a Civil Commotion, — or a popular Orator, may 
gather an Assembly of people, yet the power of divine Grace alone, 


can form those Characters of which a Gospel Church ought ever te: 


consist: this power is reserved in his hands, in whom all fulness dweils, 
and who hath Ws Gifts for Men, that God . dwell among 
them. 


‘The first believers ji in Jesus Christ were the subjects of many peain- 
dices, habits, and modes of thinking and acting, yet they all agreed in 
dependance on the Lord Jesus, and in yielding to him a ready obedience 
in all things in which they were made acquainted with his Will. They 
soon learned that Christianity embraced the social Principle of human 
Nature. If they were to shew forth the Lord’s death, — to communi- 
cate of temporal things to those who taught them the knowledge of 
Christ, —tocomfort the Poor, —and to bear each others burdens, — 
these things required them to act in concert. The love of Christ in- 
clined them to discharge these duties, and this Inclination was the 


bond of their union; they hada Common Interest, being partakers o 


a common Salvation, that included in it opposition to Adversaries 
with which every one hadto contend. With the heart they believed 


unto righteousness, and with the mouth they made Confession unto 


Salvation; and the sum of their Laws was LIBERTY AND Lovx. 
From all these considerations we conclude that a Gospel Church, 
scripturally constituted is A NUMBER OF REGENERATE PERSONS 
TOLUNTARILY UNITED, UNDER THE DIVINE AUTHORITY, TO 
ASSIST EACH OTHER IN THE OBEDIENCE OF YAITH, TAKING 
ur SCRIPTURES FOR THEIR ONLY GUIDE, AND REMAINING 
UNFBTTERED BY ANY LAW6 THAT SHOULD HINDER THEM 
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eu LEARNING ALL THEY CAN, AND PRACTISING ALL THEY 
OF THE WILL OF JESUS CHRIST. 


+ Societies thus constituted were asa City set upon a hill. They 
embraced the Instruction of the Ignorant,— the conversion of the 
wicked, — the evangelizing of a World! — Among them Order and 
Subordination must exist, and in them the Word and Ordinances of Jesus 
Christ must be preserved in simplicity and truth. On these accounts 
it seemed expedient to the Apostles that the superintendance of their 
Affairs should be committed to men of honest report, full of the Holy 
Ghost, and f Wisdom, — and the saying pleased the multitude, and 
they chose whom they would, and set them before the Apostles, who 
prayed, and laid their hands upon them,* as atoken of their desig- 
nation to Office,— for it may be fairly inferred that Phillip, and the 
others whom the Multitude chose had received the Gift uf the Holy 
Ghost before. 


As Christianity extended its progress, this Order generally prevailed, 
and persons of age, experience, zeal, devotion, and good reputation 
were sought out, and placed in the post of honour, confidence, and 
laborious exertion. They were sometimes called Elders, from their 
‘age, at others Deacons, from thgir ministering to the people. Some 
of the latter did not labour in Word and Doctrine, they visited the 
sick, comforted the widows and the fatherless, reconciled such as were 
at variance, reproved those who sinned, and brought back the erro- 
neous, warning every Man and teaching every man in all wisdom. Those 
Elders, or Deacons, who did these private worksfaithfully were indeed 
good rulers, — worthy of double honour, and the preachers (who laboured? 
in the Word and Doctrine) were especially worthy of it. The people, 
therefore, were directed to know them,— submit to their admonitions, 
and treat them with respect. A fvundatian for this was laid in the 
Approbation of the Apostles, who, in the first Instance, ordained 
Elders by the suffrage or lifting up of the hands, ; of the People in every 
— That these Elders were the same which Paul called Bishops, 


„Ads vi, 6. + 2 Thes. v, 22, 23. 


t The fame word is used 2 Cor. viii, 19, and there rendered cuosew of the 
Churches. Much has been written by Ecclefiattical Miftorians, and great contests 
remain yet undecided reſpecting the different orders of Preachers and Rulers which 
early preVailed in the Chriſtian Societies. We with to be underftood as fully ſatisficd 
with the fufficiency of Scripture, thoroughly to furnifh us with Inftructions concern. 
"ing the form and government of the Church of Chrift, as well as for every good work. 
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every City, and the subsequent Character of a Bishop, sgunediately 
added, suited at once for the regulation of his work, as to what Cha- 
racters were proper to be ordained, and for his Instruction how te 


Even then false Teachers ingratiated themselves with tie Pevple and 
despised the Apostles.“ If this were not an incuntestible proof where 
the power of Election and Rejection lay, we might confirm it by the 
remark that, when these troublers of the Churches erose among the 
Corinthians and Galatians, we do not find the righteous few applying 
to the Apostles to depose such Men, but the Apostles applying to the 
Churches to that effect.¢ To guard against future evils of the same 
kind, Timothy is cautioned to lay hands suddenly on no Man, and par: 
ticularly to be on the watch against forward Novices, Men most likely 
to fall into the snare of the Devil and become unruly vain talkers an 
deccivers, whose mouths must be stopped;} but these directions were 
merely cauti If, after all, the People would have such Mini- 
sters, they must; other Elders might refuse to ordain them, and 80 
affix a stigma to their proceedings not easily removed, but there their 
Influence ceased ; if the Apostles had no power, of themselves, tosilence 
improper Teachers, it is hardly*admissible that Elders should have 


‘such authority over them. It is very plain that, in the Apostles times | 


nothing of any importance was done without consulting the People; 
even when a vacancy in the Apostleskip was to be filled up, the whole 
assembly chose two Men, between whom to cast Lots for that purpose. 
It is readily admitted that the Apostles, and their cotemporaries, had 
extraordinary power committed to them, for the purpose of formingand 
regulating the first Churches; with themselves their office terminated, 
as did the of its exercise. § All whom Paul, or Timothy, or 


Cor. iv. 18. Gal. , 12, 


1 een of this description have urged that the Individuals compofing 
the Society with which they are oonnected, want piety or ſenſe fufficient to conſtitute 
them proper judges of Minifterial Talents. Admitting that thefe objectors may have 
more knowledge than ſome of their Brethren, does not this affertion look very like 
an expreffion of that kind of knowledge which puffeth up? 


§ I thall with great pleafure fubmit to thoſe ecclefiattical rulers who ſhall prove, 
as the Apoſtles did, their power to explain the laws of Chriſt ia a decifive way, and 
their authority efficacioufly to abfolve or condemn men, according to the fenfe they 


give of them. Deddridge. Fam, Exp. A 00 19 * 
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6 
Titus ordained, were evidently equal in office; the only superiority 
among them arose from wisdom, piety, age, or other circumstances of 
their situation, and tho’ we deprecate the hand of Power from lording 
it over God's heritage, we also hope never to see the day in which 
piety and character shall cease to influence our Churches. 1 


The limitations of the Pastoral authority, and the direction of its 
‘exercise, are subjects to which we demand your serious Regard. We 
ove: liberty us well as you do, — we wish to cherish it to the ut- 
most of that Perfect Law which the Scriptures afford, — but you, 
brethren, we hope, will- beware of a licencious contempt, or unrea- 
eonable-epposition to the men who watch for your Souls as those that 
must give Account: We believe fatal experience will confirm the 
remark that, wherever the Pastor's Influence has been taken away, 

there has followed envy, confusion, and every evil work. Let no man 

despise thee Awan: Apostolic Injunction to every Minister; the Members 

of our Churches would ‘therefore do well to consider the consequences 

attendant on sinking a Minister's reputation, and thereby rendering 

the Influence of his character and counsel of no effect in the things 
that’ relate to Rightevusness, ‘Faith, Charity, and Peace. Dear 
Brethren, Whatever may promote these it is our Office to cherish, and 
whatsoever. impedes their advancement, we are bound to regard as 


‘That a. Christian Church 10 consist of Characters 
a peculiar People, zealous of goud works, is maniſest not only from the 
express declaration of Scripture, but from the uniform tenor of our 0 
Lord's Ministry; a holy separation from the ungodly was at once the 
pledges sincerity in his disciples, and their best security from being 
partakers of other Men's Sins. ‘The Ministration of the Gospel, more 
glorious than the Jewish dispensation, was directed, without limitation, 
to all the World. Every one has a right to walk about our Zion, — 
attend her worship,— and bear the gracious Words of ber Lord and 
Saviour: © He well knew that the kingdom of Heaven, which at first, 
appeared like u grain of Mustaid seed, would spring up among a 
1 | variety of human Inventions, spread wide its branches, and fowls 
of all sorts finds lodging therein. Hence, to draw a line of distinc- 
tion between his real and nominal Grsciptes, 
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Distipleship, — one (the Ordinance of Baptism) holding out individu- 
al separativn from the world, as personally dead to its allurements,; the 
other (that of the Lord's Supper) setting ſorth a social Union of 
heart to each other, for the Redeemer's sake. New Testament his- 
tory aflurds many examples ef Men and Women baptized, after. they 
beleved,— received the Word gladly,— or at least, professed.so to da, 
but not a single instance of any Individual receiving Christian Baptism 
without an intimation of a previous cordial reception of Gospel Truth, 
New Testament precepts contain sundry directions hom tq deal with 
—Gfienders, even to exclusion, in some Cases, that the Church be not 
blamed. From all which it is manifest that Baptism and the Rords 
Supper were originally intended fur believers only; yet. we, havewery 
little account of the manner in which the primitive, Churches admitted 
to Church communion those who were added to them. Uniformitz 
Vas, in their Circumstances, hardly possible; it is more; probable that, 

as believers were required to love one another forthe, Truth sane, 
they adopted the best methods their situation admitted of, by which 
to ascertain that Candidates for admission had received the Truth in 
the love of it; without this, there can be no fellowship in the Spirit ; 


and by whatever means we can do this, so as to secure to those added o 


our number, a suitable Interest in the affections of the Society, because 
of the Truth we valuable end of 
4 


"Te those who object to forms of which inelade a 
_ptofe, ion of experimental piety, | it may be proper to suggest, that our 
admission among Christians is no privilege unless we love one another, 


und as Christian Love is founded on knowledge, forms of admission 7 


necessarily embrace a Profession of such Repentance towards God 
_and Faith eg our Lord Jesus Christ, as purifieth the heart and 
produceth a godly life. This, we are assured, the first Preachers of 
7 5 Gospel demanded, t and this is all we require of those b would 
partake of Christian Ordinances. Such a profession ought to be Con- 
sidered as a suitable Introduction to the Affections, as well as to the 
Society of a believing People. . Whether this Profession be made to 
Church verbally, or by. Writing, or other Evidences, i is Sub let 
of prudential Consideration, We hope our Churches wilt never adopt 
tending 10 the forward, or Todt 
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We have hinted at the New Testament directions, for our conduct 
respecting Offenders: — end here, dear brethren, we have much cause 
of sotrow; ‘here it is that the fine gold becomes dim. Though scan- 
@Galous Offefiders Bre not suffered to hold Communion with our 
Churches, ent-considerable attention is paid to warn the unruly; yet 
, Primitive Discipline, and sume instances of Modern Practice bear little 
” seseniblante to each other. The former was for reclaiming wrong 
otis, and the restoration of such as had turned aside, — the latter 
‘sometimes embrace no better object, than how to get rid of a Charac- 
4 ter become disagreenble or disgraceful to the Society. Hence what 
i is called discipline, which shculd be cherished with mutual Confidence, 
as the sign of mutual regard, is, in many cases, become an object of 
‘Gread und ‘aversion, and considered as a token of displeasure! 
Brethren, these things ought not so to be. True discipline is none other 
than a mutual walk according to the rule of discipleship, the law of 
‘Christ, which directs us to bear each others burdens, of which those 
‘atising from folly and guilt arc, doubtless, the most grievous. An 
Apostolic precedent, contrasted with a common case, will explain the 
‘difference we lament. At Corinth » Member of the Church tell into 
® grievous Offence, such as had never been heard of before among 
the Gentiles; according to the Apostle's advice, he was put away as 
‘a wicked person; but, ‘having his Restoration and Salvation in view, 
they were directed so to conduct themselves as tu prevent the Offender 
from being swallowed up of over-much Sorrow, through the devices 
of Satan,— under this treatment a scandalous backslider was brought 
back to Zion, and became the subject of Apustolic Joy. This is 
‘New-Testament discipline. — A modern Christian has spoken unad- 
visedly, or been entangled among the Cares and Temptations of this 
World to his hurt, — instead of immediately administering the 
Admonitions of brotherly love, his brethren are reserved, — he is 
‘suffered silently to withdraw from the accustomed exercises of devo- 
tion, — neglect wounds his spirit, and some severe censure is circu- 
lated, by certain tuttlers, busy-bodies, speaking things which they 
‘ought not, till, with aggravated harshness, it meets his ear: — he 
3 resents this improper conduct in his brethren, instead of lamenting his 
3 own, and from henceforth his heart is estranged; perhaps he forsakes 
the Companions of his Spiritual youth, and wanders, as a bird from 
“her nest, still more and more astray, or drags on for years in a forlorn 
; despised, unpitied state of Mind, a compound of distrust, indifference, 
‘Fesentment, and distress. ‘This, on some occasions, is Modern Practice. 
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| 9 
Brethren, suffer a word or two more on this topic, for if a Man 


Should bring any of our Churches into such @ state as shall lead Of-. 
fenders to say Let the Righteous smite me, it shall be a KINDNESS, 
even he shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of paths 

to dwell in. What makes an Offending Believer so unwilling that any 
brother should notice the Offence? We fear that such a state of mind 
arises from the harsh, censorious manner in which some Professors 
speak of others failings; as if it were a higher degree of Pleasure to 
them to exhibit a backslider in a state of shame and degradation, than 
to blend with Christian faithfulness, compassion and kindness towards 
a fallen Brother. We are sensible that in many instances this is not 
altogether the case; there arc Churches in which the evil and the good; 
the frowurd and the kind, receive a like treatment! But this is the 
worst of wrongs. Tou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart, thou shalt 
in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not suffer sin upon him.* Good 
John Bunyan likens a portion of the believer’s way to u narrow path, 
having a ditch on the one side, and a quag on the other, If a believer 
falleth into either, shall any brother suffer him there to Tie as long as 
he please, or help himself out as well ashe can? Is not every hand 
to be reached out to deliver from the Mire? In many Instances Indi- 
vidual admonition has been attended with the best Effect, where this 
faileth, let Compassion and Prayer, and Counsel go hand in hand; 
peradventure united Efforts may restore a backslider to penitenice 
purity, and Comfort. Indulge not a thought of leaving a brother or 
a sister in a fault, till every Effort, pity and love can devise has been 
tried in vain. After every other endeavour has been fruitless, one 
last resourse is left, that toohas Salvation, not Destruction for its 
object: obstinate Offenders must be excluded, that the Church may 
bc blameless; and that the judgement of Christians concerning their state 
antl Character may urge evil doers to serious thought, to penitence, and 
à ret urn to God. But, in order to this, wrath and bitterness must 
have no place in a Church’s proceedings, no one must be preferred 
before another, nor any thing done through partiality:.the manner 
and the time of separation must shew that Charity which would gladly 
welcome a return to Piety and Peace. This spirit of meekness and love, 
an dealing with Offenders, is urged upon every Christian Society by 
and 
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_ subject to 1 frequently to 


as attendant on the present state. eee ee should dv 


_'To. feel interested in the prospetity of the Churches i is the native 
Effect of Religious Principle, a Principle, which, like leaven, ever 
secks the diffusion of its own Influence. To this, and this only, should 


pe attached the Idea of a Church’s Prosperity. Not only Establish- 


ments, which grasp whole Nations and Empires for their Constituent 
‘Members, have proved that numbers are not always the criterion of 
Spirituality and divine success; — It has been found, tothe sorrow of 
many a Christian Society, formed under the simplicity of the Gospel, 
that in proportion as they have admitted other materials into the 
Building, than the living and lively Stones prepared by the Master's 
hand, they have exposed themselves to weakness, insecurity, and ruin. 
Let our Churches beware of attempting a Spiritual Union with any in 
whom Grace reigns not, lest, building a Wall, and daubing it with 
untempered Mortar, it produce à rent, and a breach, and the Adver- 
sary take occasion to bluspheme. “Cherish, dear Brethren, every bud 
of genuine piety, it springs from the Saviour’s Influence; treat it with 
~ tenderness and affection that it may blossom and bear fruit: but Ig 
us not be accounted bigotted or narrow minded, if we affirm it to be 
essential to the vigour and beauty of a Christian Church, that it be 
Scripturally constituted of Characters whose principles warrant the 
hope of lasting unanimity; Since without its continual Prevalence 
we shall 1 in vain wish prosperity to Zion. a kingdom 2 cannot 
stand, 


\ By a Union of each, in 


lis Station, directing his attention, and using his influence, to promote 


‘the growth of Christian Principle, .and its exercise in every work of 


Righteousness When a People choose a Man to watch over their 


Spiritual Interests, itis hoped their choice is directed by the Prospect 
‘of an affectionate Integrity in the discharge of his Office. They sure- 
‘Jy expect that his lips should keep knowledge, and the course of his 
‘public Ministrations declare the whole Counsel of God, as times and 
wireiimstances may render its several parts appropriate. — Personal 
wversight to know the state of his Charge; — Vigilance to discover the 
first appearance of Mischief; — and ready, affectionate endeavours to 
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11 
contiliate the minds of Brethren grown strange, to reconcile: such 28 


differ, and to bring back such as wander from the fold;— and to propose 
the exclusion of obstinate Offenders; — are things without which his 
Office is little better than a Name. But, who is sufficient for these 


things ? To you, fellow Christians, who form the Societies, to which 


it is our happiness to be united; to you, whose Welfare is the desire of 
our hearts and the study of our lives; to you we say, Brethren-pray 
for us, and have fellowship with us in these things. Let no private 
misunderstanding interrupt the discharge of public duties. Let none, 
on account of a personal Offence, think himself authorised to with- 


draw from the Communion of the Church; let him go and be reconci- 


led; or, having sincerely used every pious endeavour to that Effect, 
without success, let him be found, quietly, in his own place.“ It is 
painful to see your seats empty when we desire to stir up your pure 
minds by putting you in remembrance of doctrines or obligations 
essential to your advancement in the spiritual life; — when you 
should strengthen our hands by united Petitions; — aid us by your 
Counsel in affairs of moment; — and encourage and assist our Exer- 
tions for the Prosperity and Comfort of the Church of Christ. This 
is not only painful to us but unprofitable to you. Forsaking the as- 
sembling of yourselves together, new Members are not introduced to 
your affections, and you become uninterested in the proceedings of 
brethren, whom your Lord ‘hath charged you to love. If the Members 
of our Societies be not amiable examples of regular and early attend- 
ance on divine Worship, how shall they become patterns of every good 
Word and Work? Welament also that some hearers, who are often 
absent, are apt enough to cénsure a Minister when they should blame 
themselves, or hinder the Effect of a lesser branch of truth under pre- 
tence of enforcing a greater, to which @ greater attention is often 
urged by the — they deride. 


If our intercourse with we should be limited to the exchange of 


Church-Members, who with to their own duties, can never conf flently 


forfake their feats becaufe of a fellow-member's mifconduct. Vet the Sujpicion of 
a fault in one Member is fometimes fir? communicated to the Paſtor or Deacons by 
the abfence of feveral ! Let our brethren propéfe all that renders them unhappy to 
the Officers of the Society, that Offenders may be fuitably admonithed, cenfured, or, 
if neceſſary, excluded; but we intreat them to avoid a Conduct by which the Peace 


of the Church is aifturbed, .. the Cafe of the accufed prejudged, .... evil . Me 


raifed, ., and the Holy al gricved and oflended. 
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12 
— you; we desize admission — 
we may cherish the love of our Redeemer there; — assist you in dfii- 
culties, sympathize in your sorrows, and participate your joy, when 
Grace giveih you the Vietury. If we are censured as busy intermed- 
dlers when we warn against the appearance of Evil, our Vigilance is 
rendered vain: gad all our endeavours to conciliate, to reconcile, and 
to restore, will avail little, if the parties keep resolutely from accus- 
temed sociab exercises of devotion, and cannot be brought to place 
themselves, their differences, and their failings, together before the 
Lord. Permit us to add that if any one be under the Church’s cen- 


ure, and others maintain their accustomed familiarity, encourage 


recramination against the brethren, and take the part of an evil doer 
against the discipline of Christian faithfulness; — such harden the Of- 
fender, and render censures not only useless, but hurtful. Brethren, 
when faithful affection is sometimes warm at our hearts, and we would 
act the part of good Stewards of the manifold grace of God, these 
things restrain our Exertions, and we say, Happy was the Minister 
whose People said Arise, for this matter belunge 14. thee, we alsa 
will be with thee; be of good Courage, and do it.“ | 


As many of us as sustain a public Character are conscious that the 
discharge of its duties is attended with many Infirmities. Some 
of these, perhaps, are the occasion of dissatisfactions among our 
People, on which we look with deep regret, but cannot interfere ; — 


ther things may trouble you, the painful knowledge of which is kept 


from us,—- here our Elders, or Deacons have a labour of love which 
peculiatly bolongs to them. All the private Works uf the Ministry 


Which we have mentioned, are worthy of their regard, and suitable 


to their Character and Station in the Churches; but these are peculi- 
arly theirown. They will not think that provision for Tables, though 
a necessary and important work, is their sole object, or ought to be 
the only exercise of an Office which requires Men full of the Holy - 
Ghost and of Wisdom,+ holding the Mystery of the faith in a pure Con- 
science.t It is evident that these Spiritual Qualifications could not 
have been annexed to the diacona! Office, but in order to the discharge 
of Spiritual duties. — A faithful Minister has much upon his hands, 


a Ezra x, 4. f Acs vi, 3. 1 1 Tim. iii, 9. 
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they ‘partake 
of the labour, they will also pasticipate the Reward. 7 


The younger branches of our Congregations have a particular Inter- 
est in our Watchful Care. In them rests the hope of future Years, the 
strength of Zion when our powers.shall be enfeebled, or laid in the 
dust. Parents, Masters, Guardians, we call upon you to unite 
with us by example, by purity, by knowledge, by love * 
to lead them es the Lord's side. 


The unanimity we desire is preferable to the most ee ‘ed 
formity of Sentiment or external Worship. It is the proper activity 
2 Member of the Body, in the place which the Master of all 
has assigned for its existence and usefulness. That Speaking the Truth 
in lore, they may grow up into him in all things which ts the head, even 
Christ. From whom the whole Body fitly joined together, end compact- 
ed by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working — 
in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the Body, untu the edi- 
fying of itself in love. 7 


Our concluding remark demands your — Yes, 
reader, without it, all that we have written will avail nothing. Do 
you desire the purity of the Church? Keep your own heart with all 
diligence. Do you earnestly long for the Prosperity of Zion? See 
that your own Soul lives near to God. Do you pray for success upon 
the public Ministration of God's Word? Begin at home, be piously 
and zealously active in your own place. Social Prosperity can arise 
only from Individual Spirituality. When Ministers thus magnify their 
Office; — when Deacons savour the things that be of God; — when 
heads of families, not only worship God with their housholds, but in 
all their Avocations manifest their Intercourse with Heaven; — when 
intimate companions and friends watch over each other in their several 
Circles, give private admonitions, and encourage every hopeful ap- 
pearance of Piety around them;— when every Member, in his pro- 
per Station, is not ambitious to acquire Notice, to receive encomiums, 
or dictate to others, but zealous to be approved by one Master, and 


so serveth the Lord Christ; — then the social Compact they have 


formed will 
Eph. ! iv, 15, 16. 
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Belbten this earnest attention to Individual Piety, and diligent 
Zeal to diffuse its Principles in the private Circles to which our Influ- 
encé. may extend, is urged upon every one of us by the circumstances 
which at this time exist in our Churches. Through the good hand of 
our God upon us, our Numbers have, on the whole, increased, and 
the Testimony of several of our Societies bears witness to the Spiritu- 
ality and Devotion of their recently received Members; yet in most 
of the Churches we greatly fear a decay of the Spirit of Godliness. If 
such Professors as should be Fathers and Leaders, do tliemselves halt 
in the way; — how shall the careless be awakened to attention, or the 
enquiring be directed in the Paths of Righteousness?) When Parents, 
Masters, or Elders, do, by their conformity to the World, and inatten- 
tion to religious duties, assisT THE ADVERSARY to lay a snare, 
into which the young and inexperienced are continually liable to 
fall, it is time to cry out to them with affectionate earnestness, 
Brethren, suffer. the Word of Exhortation, — Ye are not henceforth 
to walk as other Gentiles, neither are ye to sleep as do others: let 
the time past suffice, to have learned the maxims, and followed the 
ways of a sinful world, after all these things do the Gentiles seek, 
but seek ye first the Kingdom f God. It is now high time to awake; — 
for the Day ofthe Lord draweth nigh, Behold he cometh! He is even 
at the dour, with a Scourge for the indolent, and a Reward for the 
faithfal Servant. Wherefore, approving things that are excellent, let 
your, Conversation be as becometh the Gospel of Christ, that whether 
ur come and sce you, or else be absent, we may hear of your affairs, 
that ye stand fast in one Spirit, with one Mind striving together 
for the faith of the Gospel. If there be any Consolation in Christ, 
if any Comfort of love, if any fellowshp of the Spirit, if any boixels 
and Mercies, full ye our Joy, that ye may be sincere and without 
Offence till the Day of Christ.§ 


“Signed on belag the Association, 


7. SMITH, Secretary, 


| 


§ Phil. i, 10, 27, ü, 1, 2, 
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Monday Evening. VI. “Assembled in the Meeting-house, Mr. Taylor, 9 
of Witney, prayed, — brother Coles delivered an introductory address, 
— The Letters from the Churches were read, —brother James Smith 


gave ashort exhortatiun, grounded on the contents of the Letters; 
after which brother Elisha Smith concluded in Prayer, 


At IX. The Ministers and Messengers heard the circular letter 
drawn up by brother was and ordered 
to be printed. 

Tuesday Morning. 1 past VI. Assembled in the Meeting-house for 
prayer. Brethren John Smith, Coles, Fletcher, (of en and 
Hinton, were engaged. 

r before XI. Met for public worship. The service was s by 
brother Stennett with prayer and reading the Scriptures,— brother 

James Smith prayed, — brother Williams preached from 1 Tim. i, 15, 

This isa faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus 

came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief. Brother 
Osborne, (of Worcester,) preached from 2 Cor. vi, 1, MWe then, as | 
workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receite not the grace 
of God in vain, Brother Coles read some interesting extracts of 
Letters from our ane, brethren in India, and Aer in 
Prayer 

After dinner, the Baptist Academy at Bristol was to 
the support of the Company present. Some donations were immedi- 
ately received, and annual Subscribers entered their names to the 
amount of 17 Guineas; the Ministers and Messengers present also 
further engaged to recommend the subject to the Members of their 
respective Congregations, and it is hoped that many additional Names 
will appear among the annual Subscriptions, in support of an Institu- 
tion so necessary to supplying the Churches with able and useful 
Ministers: A labour of love urged upon all, who wish the prosperity 

of our Societies, by the Consideration that, in this immediate Neigh- f 
bourhood, three Churches, respectable for Numbers, Unity, and liberal | 4 
Exertions, are Without Pastors. Mr. Hinton being appointed by the | | 
Bristol Education Society, Receiver for this district, the subscriptions 
are requested to be paid % the several Ministers of the respective 
> a in aner to be transmitted to him by the 20th day of 
| 


| 


| 
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Banbury, prayed, — brother Hinton preached from Mark, iv, 61, 

Again the hi high priest asked lum, and said unto him, Art thou the 

the Son of the Blessed? Lam: and ye-shall see 

he aun of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in ‘the Clouds 
oh heaven : — and brother Thomas Smith concluded with h prayer. * 14 


Resolved that it be recommended:to 
teabound ia humble and ardent Prayer that God will establish the 
health of the King, — guide his Councils, — maintain our ciyil and 
aeligious liberties, — and forgiveness and salvation, our 
Wednesday Morning. “The Ministers AX, Brother | 
Elisha Smith prayed, — the, Ministers related some interesting parti- 
gulaps.of their religious experience.during, the after which 
concluded, by of the 
year upon The cut of i Professing Christians,’ 
,. The next Association to be holden at Fairford; Gloucestersbire, on 
7 Tuesday and Wednesday in Whitsun-week. Brother Jaines Smith 
preach, In case of failure, brother Elisha Smith, A second preacher 
—.— by Church where the Association 
of the Chiinehes since last Whitsunt 
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By Death, * 12 


By Dis mission 447 


Smith, Printer, Shipttos. 


* + 
a & 1 
of 
7 ‘4 
/- if 
* 91 . 
8 
4 Zz 
„ « — 
* ~ 
* 
— 
on 
* 
> 
* 
ae 
— 
nh 
¥ 
a2 
* 
7 27 
+ 
8 2 
ah 
2 
=) 
2 1 
* * 
* 
4 Etz 
7 
» 
* 
. 
— 
on 
4 
35 
K 
1 
>{ 
* 
— 2 
t 
~. — 
ae 
4 * * 
« * Pr 
> 
149 
* 
— 
2 
11 
7 
we 
- > ba * 
4 
> . ua 


